
1.P
erm

it an
d tag application

s (F
orm

 9400-478) are
available from

 D
N

R
 offices or th

e In
form

ation
 C

en
-

ter in
 M

adison
 startin

g in
 early A

u
gu

st. M
ail appli-

cation
s, w

ith
 th

e $3.00 application
 fee per species, to

th
e D

N
R

 L
icen

se S
ection

, B
ox 7924, M

adison
, W

I
53707. A

pplication
s m

u
st be postm

ark
ed n

o later
th

an
 S

ept. 10 or received in
 person

 at th
e D

N
R

In
form

ation
 C

en
ter, 101 S

. W
ebster S

treet, M
adi-

son
, by th

at sam
e date.

2. Y
ou

 m
u

st possess you
r valid licen

se, perm
it an

d tags
w

h
ile trappin

g.
➤

possess or h
ave u

n
der con

trol an
y bobcat, fish

er or otter
u

n
less you

 im
m

ediately attach
 an

d seal a valid pelt tag
th

rou
gh

 th
e open

in
g of th

e an
im

al’s m
ou

th
 to th

e open
in

g
of its eye, im

m
ediately ben

eath
 th

e skin
. T

h
e pelt tag sh

all
rem

ain
 attach

ed to th
e pelt u

n
til rem

oved by a fu
r dresser

or taxiderm
ist at tim

e of preparation
.

R
egistration

Y
ou

 m
ay n

ot:
➤

tran
sfer, give, trade, sell, or pu

rch
ase an

y bobcat, fish
er or

otter pelt u
n

less it bears a D
N

R
 registration

 tag attach
ed

by an
 au

th
orized D

N
R

 represen
tative.

➤
possess fish

er, bobcat, or otter pelts later th
an

 5 d
ays after

th
e establish

ed
 season

 closes w
ithout registering the pelt(s)

w
ith

 an
 au

th
orized D

N
R

 represen
tative. B

obcat m
u

st be
registered in

 th
e cou

n
ty w

h
ere trapped or an

 adjoin
in

g
cou

n
ty.

Y
ou

 m
u

st skin
 bobcat, fish

er an
d otter an

d separate th
e

pelt from
 th

e carcass before registerin
g th

e pelts at desig-
n

ated D
N

R
 station

s. In
 addition

, you
 m

u
st presen

t th
e

bobcat an
d fish

er carcasses w
h

en
 pelts are registered; th

e
D

N
R

 retain
s th

e carcasses for research
 pu

rposes. S
tation

location
s vary. W

atch
 for n

ew
spaper n

otices prior to th
e

season
 or con

tact you
r n

earest D
N

R
 office.

M
ethods

A
ll live fu

rbearin
g an

im
als taken

 du
rin

g th
e open

 season
 for

su
ch

 species sh
all be killed im

m
ediately an

d m
ade part of th

e
daily bag. It is u

n
law

fu
l to keep su

ch
 an

im
als alive after th

eir
captu

re, u
n

less you
 h

ave first obtain
ed th

e D
N

R
 perm

it or
licen

se th
at perm

its th
eir possession

.
E

levated traps are legal for fu
rbearers as lon

g as th
e sigh

t
exposed bait law

 is follow
ed.

Y
ou

 m
ay n

ot:
➤

place a trap, sn
are, bait or scen

t for fu
rbearin

g an
im

als
du

rin
g th

e closed season
.

➤
set an

y trap or sn
are u

n
less a m

etal tag is attach
ed,

stam
ped or en

graved legibly w
ith

 th
e n

am
e an

d address
of th

e ow
n

er. H
eavy-du

ty stam
ped tags are desirable.

➤
take or attem

pt to take beaver, fish
er, m

in
k, m

u
skrat or

otter by an
y m

ean
s oth

er th
an

 trappin
g or sn

arin
g.

➤
possess an

y trap for th
e pu

rpose of catch
in

g fu
rbearin

g
an

im
als oth

er th
an

 a steel-jaw
ed trap, live trap or sn

are.

T
rap C

hecking R
equirm

ents

➤
D

ry lan
d

 an
d

 n
on

-d
row

n
in

g sets: Y
ou

 m
u

st ch
eck at

least on
ce each

 day an
d rem

ove an
y captu

red an
im

al from
th

e set.
➤

O
p

en
 w

ater d
row

n
in

g sets: Y
ou

 m
u

st ch
eck w

ith
in

 a 4
day period follow

in
g th

e last ten
din

g of th
e set an

d rem
ove

an
y captu

red an
im

al from
 th

e set.  Y
ou

 m
u

st m
on

itor
w

ater levels to en
su

re effective drow
n

in
g sets.

➤
S

ets m
ad

e u
n

d
er ice: T

h
ere is n

o m
an

dated trap ch
eck-

in
g period.

T
rapping H

ours

➤
L

egal trappin
g h

ou
rs are from

 6:00 a.m
. to 7 p.m

. C
S

T
(7:00 a.m

. to 8:00 p.m
. D

S
T

).

License and P
erm

it Inform
ation

1.
R

esid
en

cy: Y
ou m

ust be a W
isconsin resident to purchase

a W
iscon

sin
 trappin

g licen
se. N

on
residen

ts are n
ot

eligible. C
ost: $15.00 (S

ee also “T
rap

p
er E

d
u

cation
”

in
side.)

2.
D

u
p

licates: Y
ou

 can
 acqu

ire a du
plicate trappin

g licen
se

if you
 provide an

 affidavit provin
g th

e loss of th
e origin

al
licen

se.
3.

U
se: Y

ou
 m

ay n
ot:

➤
tran

sfer you
r licen

se, perm
it or tag, or allow

 its u
se by

an
yon

e else.
➤

carry an
y trappin

g licen
se, perm

it or tag issu
ed to

an
yon

e else.
➤

obtain
 a trappin

g licen
se, perm

it or tag for som
eon

e
else.

4.
P

u
rch

asin
g F

u
r: Y

ou
 m

u
st possess a F

u
r D

ealers L
i-

cen
se or D

N
R

 perm
it to pu

rch
ase fu

r.
5.

A
n

im
als C

au
sin

g D
am

age: D
u

rin
g th

e closed season
, a

D
N

R
 perm

it m
ay be requ

ired to rem
ove n

u
isan

ce an
im

als.
C

on
tact you

r n
earest w

ildlife m
an

ager or n
earest D

N
R

office for details.
6.

L
an

d
ow

n
er P

rovision
s: T

h
e ow

n
er or occu

pan
t of an

y
lan

d, an
d fam

ily m
em

bers, d
o n

ot n
eed

 a licen
se to:

➤
trap beaver, foxes, raccoon

, w
oodch

u
cks, rabbits an

d
squ

irrels on
 th

e lan
d year-rou

n
d. A

ll oth
er restriction

s
apply. (S

ee “B
eaver D

am
age C

on
trol” on

 in
side

pan
el for m

ore in
form

ation
.)

➤
live trap w

ith
 box traps beaver, rabbits, raccoon

s an
d

squ
irrels on

 th
e lan

d at an
y tim

e in
 cities, villages or

oth
er areas w

h
ere th

e disch
arge of firearm

s is u
n

law
-

fu
l. L

ive trapped an
im

als m
u

st be eith
er killed or

released after captu
re.

S
pecial R

egulations
B

obcat, F
isher and O

tter

P
erm

its and T
ags

Y
ou

 m
ay n

ot:
➤

trap or attem
pt to trap an

y bobcat, fish
er or otter u

n
less

you
 possess special D

N
R

 perm
its an

d tags:

S
u

ch
 traps sh

all be con
stru

cted so th
at n

ot m
ore th

an
 on

e
an

im
al can

 be taken
 or captu

red.
➤

m
olest or take som

eon
e elses traps, sn

ares or trapped
an

im
als.

➤
operate m

ore th
an

 75 traps or sn
ares in

 an
y com

bin
ation

.

T
rap

 T
h

eft: S
tealin

g or m
olestin

g traps or sn
ares is a

crim
in

al act an
d is pu

n
ish

able by fin
e ($300-$1,000),

im
prison

m
en

t (u
p to 90 days) or both

, an
d a m

an
datory 5-

year revocation
 of licen

se.

➤
distu

rb or m
olest an

y m
in

k den
, m

u
skrat h

ou
se, m

u
skrat

feedin
g h

ou
se or beaver dam

.
➤

place on
 th

e ice, an
y artificial h

ou
se or den

 for th
e pu

rpose
of catch

in
g an

y fu
rbearin

g an
im

als.

S
ize and P

lacem
ent R

estrictions
D

efin
ition

s: (1) W
et set or w

aterset m
ean

s a trap w
h

ich
 is

set or staked in
 a m

an
n

er to perm
it th

e trap or trapped
an

im
al to reach

 w
ater at an

y poin
t. (2) D

ry set m
ean

s a
trap set or staked to be com

pletely on
 dry lan

d w
ith

 n
o

possibility of th
e trap or trapped an

im
al to reach

 w
ater. (3)

S
igh

t exposed
 bait m

ean
s an

y bait w
h

ich
 can

 be seen
 from

above th
e bait. (4) C

apable of d
row

n
in

g m
ean

s a set
design

ed to allow
 th

e trapped an
im

al to travel to w
ater of

su
fficien

t depth
 to cau

se drow
n

in
g. S

lide w
ires or poles,

lockin
g devices, slip ch

ain
s, w

eigh
ted traps an

d traps
staked in

 deep w
ater are com

m
on

ly u
sed in

 drow
n

in
g sets.

T
h

e W
T

A
 a

n
d

 th
e D

N
R

 w
ou

ld
 lik

e to rem
in

d
 tra

p
p

ers of
th

e im
p

orta
n

ce of con
sid

erin
g a

ll set p
la

cem
en

t to
a

void
 con

ta
ct w

ith
 h

u
m

a
n

s a
n

d
 d

om
estic a

n
im

a
ls. W

e
stron

gly en
cou

ra
ge th

e u
se of cu

bbys a
n

d
 eleva

ted
 sets

w
h

en
 u

sin
g con

ibea
r typ

e tra
p

s on
 d

ry la
n

d
.

Y
ou

 m
ay n

ot:
➤

set, place or operate an
y w

aterset sm
aller th

an
 5 an

d 1/2
in

ch
 jaw

 spread for steel-jaw
ed traps an

d 6 an
d 3/4 in

ch
 x

6 an
d 3/4 in

ch
 for killer traps (con

ibear type) du
rin

g th
e

beaver an
d otter season

s, except w
h

en
 th

e m
u

skrat/m
in

k
season

 is open
 in

 th
e zon

e you
 are trappin

g.
➤

set, place or operate an
y steel-jaw

ed trap w
ith

 a spread
w

idth
 of m

ore th
an

 8 in
ch

es.
➤

operate trap sets w
h

ich
 perm

it th
e trapped an

im
al to

reach
 w

ater, except w
h

en
 th

e m
u

skrat, beaver or otter
trappin

g season
 is open

 in
 th

e zon
e you

 are trappin
g.

➤
set an

y trap for birds on
 an

y perch
 m

ore th
an

 3 feet above
th

e grou
n

d.
➤

set an
y trap or sn

are closer th
an

 15 feet from
 an

y beaver
dam

. (L
an

dow
n

ers see “B
eaver D

am
age C

on
trol” on

in
side pan

el).
➤

set, place or operate an
y killer trap (con

ibear type) th
at is

larger th
an

 7 x 7 in
ch

es u
n

less on
e-h

alf of th
e trap is

located
 u

n
d

erw
ater at all tim

es.
➤

set, place, or operate an
y sn

are regardless of th
e n

oose
size, u

n
less on

e-h
alf of th

e sn
are n

oose is located
 u

n
d

erw
a-

ter at all tim
es.

m
ore ➮


